
Strategies for Virtual Delivery of Large-Enrollment 
Courses 

While the following strategies represent good practice in any course, they are 
particularly important for managing learning at a large scale and helping individual 
students to feel connected and supported. 

Reinforce and Clarify Expectations 

• Use your course page in ICON to establish due dates and guidelines for
assignment submissions.

• Send reminders through the Announcements tool. You can draft your
announcements and schedule a release time.

• Create and use grading rubrics to communicate what you expect successful
submissions to look like, as well as alert students to potential errors.

• Share some exemplary submissions and discuss what makes them successful.
You can do this for smaller learning activities, such as discussion posts, or
complex writing assignments with multiple parts.

Communicate and Interact Effectively 

• Ad0pt peer-to-peer engagement and collaboration strategies such as think-pair-
share. For instance, students can have small group discussions, collaboratively
write a summary, have an assigned group leader post this summary for the
class, and the class respond throughout the week. Group leaders can take turns.

• Compile and update a list of commonly asked questions and answers for your
students to reduce the number and frequency of individual emails.

• Create a course Q&A forum where students can assist one another and
encourage them to use it. Remember to check this forum often.

Grade and Provide Feedback in a Timely Manner 

• Create frequent assessment opportunities throughout the semester. For
instance, incorporate short quizzes for knowledge checks.

https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-12911-how-do-i-use-the-calendar-as-an-instructor
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10113-how-do-i-add-or-edit-details-in-an-assignment
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10113-how-do-i-add-or-edit-details-in-an-assignment
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10405-415250731
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10422-415250735
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-26472-how-do-i-add-a-rubric-to-an-assignment


 

• Connect with students who miss an assignment or didn’t achieve a certain grade 
on a quiz. This simple intervention technique will help you identify students 
who are struggling without grading every assignment. 

• Organize your course gradebook in ICON using Assignment Groups. 
 
Other Resources to Consider 
 

• Virtual Course Management and Facilitation [PDF] 
• Onboarding Students: The First Steps Toward Virtual Learning Success [PDF] 
• Considerations for Synchronous or Asynchronous Course Delivery [PDF] 

 

https://teach.uiowa.edu/file/coursemanagementandfacilitationpdf
https://teach.uiowa.edu/file/onboardingstudentsvirtuallearningsuccesspdf
https://teach.uiowa.edu/file/synchronousasynchronouscoursedeliverypdf
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